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On January 5, 2011, pursuant to H. Res. 6, Chairman Doc Hastings of Washington, was
elected to the Committee.

On January 5, 2011, pursuant to H. Res. 7, Ranking Member Edward J. Markey of Massachu-
setts, was elected to the Committee.

On January 18, 2011, pursuant to H. Res. 37, the Majority (Republican) Members were
elected to the Committee.

On January 19, 2011, pursuant to H. Res. 39, the Minority (Democrat) Members were
elected to the Committee.

On March 2, 2011, the Honorable Donna M. Christensen of the U.S. Virgin Islands, resigned
from the Committee.

On October 25, 2011, the Honorable Charles J. “Chuck” Fleischmann of Tennessee, resigned
from the Committee.

On October 25, 2011, pursuant to H. Res. 447, the Honorable Mark Amodei of Nevada,
was elected to the Committee.

On February 16, 2012, pursuant to H. Res. 553, the Honorable Paul D. Tonko of New
York, was elected to the Committee.

On March 20, 2012, the Honorable John P. Sarbanes of Maryland, resigned from the Com-
mittee.
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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES,
June 29, 2012.

Hon. KAREN L. Haas,
Clerk of the House of Representatives,
The Capitol, Washington, DC.

DEAR MS. HaAAS: Pursuant to clause 1(d) of rule XI and rule X
of the Rules of the House of Representatives, here is the third
quarter report of the legislative and oversight activities of the Com-
mittee on Natural Resources during the 112th Congress.

Sincerely,
Doc HASTINGS,
Chairman.
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Union Calendar No. 412

112TH CONGRESS REPORT
2d Session HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 112-572

LEGISLATIVE AND OVERSIGHT ACTIVITIES OF THE COM-
MITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES 112TH CONGRESS
(3rd Quarter)

JUNE 29, 2012.—Committed to the Committee of the Whole House on the State of
the Union and ordered to be printed

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington, from the Committee on Natural
Resources, submitted the following

REPORT
together with

ADDITIONAL AND DISSENTING VIEWS

OVERVIEW

The Committee on Natural Resources met on January 26, 2011,
for an organizational meeting of the 112th Congress under the di-
rection of Chairman Doc Hastings. The Committee Membership
was 48 Members with 27 Republicans and 21 Democrats.

The Committee established five subcommittees: Energy and Min-
eral Resources (Doug Lamborn, Chairman); Fisheries, Wildlife,
Oceans and Insular Affairs (John Fleming, Chairman); Indian and
Alaska Native Affairs (Don Young, Chairman); National Parks,
Forests and Public Lands (Rob Bishop, Chairman); and Water and
Power (Tom McClintock, Chairman).

JURISDICTION

The jurisdiction of the Committee on Natural Resources, as pre-
scribed by clause (m)(1) of rule X of the Rules of the House is as
follows:

(1) Fisheries and wildlife, including research, restoration, ref-
uges, and conservation.

(2) Forest reserves and national parks created from the public
domain.
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(3) Forfeiture of land grants and alien ownership, including alien
ownership of mineral lands.

(4) Geological Survey.

(5) International fishing agreements.

(6) Interstate compacts relating to apportionment of waters for
irrigation purposes.

(7) Irrigation and reclamation, including water supply for rec-
lamation projects and easements of public lands for irrigation
projects; and acquisition of private lands when necessary to com-
plete irrigation projects.

(8) Native Americans generally, including the care and allotment
of Native American lands and general and special measures relat-
ing to claims that are paid out of Native American funds.

(9) Insular possessions of the United States generally (except
those affecting the revenue and appropriations).

(10) Military parks and battlefields, national cemeteries adminis-
tered by the Secretary of the Interior, parks within the District of
Columbia, and the erection of monuments to the memory of indi-
viduals.

(11) Mineral land laws and claims and entries thereunder.

(12) Mineral resources of the public lands.

(13) Mining interests generally.

(14) Mining schools and experimental stations.

(15) Marine affairs, including coastal zone management (except
for measures relating to oil and other pollution of navigable
waters).

(16) Oceanography.

(17) Petroleum conservation on public lands and conservation of
the radium supply in the United States.

(18) Preservation of prehistoric ruins and objects of interest on
the public domain.

(19) Public lands generally, including entry, easements, and the
grazing thereon.

(20) Relations of the United States with Native Americans and
Native American tribes.

(21) Trans-Alaska Oil Pipeline (except ratemaking).

ACTIVITIES REPORT

COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES STATISTICS

Total number of bills and resolutions referred .........ccccccceeeiiivniiiinniiiiinriieenien. 586
Total number of meeting days:
Full Committee (50)
Subcommittee on Energy and Mineral Resources (31)
Subcommittee on Fisheries, Wildlife, Oceans and Insular Affairs (25)
Subcommittee on Indian and Alaska Native Affairs (19)
Subcommittee on National Parks, Forests and Public Lands (36)
Subcommittee on Water and Power (20)
TOLAL ottt e e e et e e e et e e e aaae e eareeeeas
Total number of bills ordered reported from Committee
Total number of reports filed ..........ccccceieeiiiieiiiieeeecee e
Total number of bills referred to/discharged by Committee on Natural Re-
sources and passed by the House of Representatives ..........cccccevvevivricnveennnen. 68
Total number of public 1aws .......ccccceecviieecieeeeieeecieees .21
Total number of bills enacted into law*

*Includes House and Senate Resolutions.
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FuLL COMMITTEE
I. LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITIES

A. Legislative Hearings, Markups and Administrative Business
Meetings

January 26, 2011—Full Committee met to organize for the 112th
Congress; to adopt the Committee Rules, agree to an oversight
plan, and adopt the Committee Staff Hiring Resolution.

April 13, 2011—Markup held on H.R. 1229, to amend the Outer
Continental Shelf Lands Act to facilitate the safe and timely pro-
duction of American energy resources from the Gulf of Mexico; H.R.
1230, to require the Secretary of the Interior to conduct certain off-
shore oil and gas lease sales, and for other purposes; and H.R.
1231, to amend the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act to require
that each 5-year offshore oil and gas leasing program offer leasing
in the areas with the most prospective oil and gas resources, to es-
tablish a domestic oil and natural gas production goal, and for
other purposes.

May 25, 2011—Markup held on H.R. 290, to amend title 36,
United States Code, to ensure that memorials commemorating the
service of the United States Armed Forces may contain religious
symbols, and for other purposes; and H.R. 1670, to amend the
Sikes Act to improve the application of that Act to State-owned fa-
cilities used for the national defense.

June 15, 2011—Markup held on H.R. 295, to amend the Hydro-
graphic Services Improvement Act of 1998 to authorize funds to ac-
quire hydrographic data and provide hydrographic services specific
to the Arctic for safe navigation, delineating the United States ex-
tended continental shelf, and the monitoring and description of
coastal changes; H.R. 320, to designate a Distinguished Flying
Cross National Memorial at the March Field Air Museum in River-
side, California; H.R. 441, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior
to issue permits for a microhydro project in nonwilderness areas
within the boundaries of Denali National Park and Preserve, to ac-
quire land for Denali National Park and Preserve from Doyon
Tourism, Inc., and for other purposes; H.R. 470, to further allocate
and expand the availability of hydroelectric power generated at
Hoover Dam, and for other purposes; H.R. 489, to clarify the juris-
diction of the Secretary of the Interior with respect to the C.C.
Cragin Dam and Reservoir, and for other purposes; H.R. 643, to
provide for the exchange of certain land located in the Arapaho-
Roosevelt National Forests in the State of Colorado, and for other
purposes; H.R. 670, to convey certain submerged lands to the Com-
monwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands in order to give that
territory the same benefits in its submerged lands as Guam, the
Virgin Islands, and American Samoa have in their submerged
lands; H.R. 686, to require the conveyance of certain public land
within the boundaries of Camp Williams, Utah, to support the
training and readiness of the Utah National Guard; H.R. 765, to
amend the National Forest Ski Area Permit Act of 1986 to clarify
the authority of the Secretary of Agriculture regarding additional
recreational uses of National Forest System land that is subject to
ski area permits, and for other purposes; H.R. 944, to eliminate an
unused lighthouse reservation, provide management consistency by
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incorporating the rocks and small islands along the coast of Orange
County, California, into the California Coastal National Monument
managed by the Bureau of Land Management, and meet the origi-
nal Congressional intent of preserving Orange County’s rocks and
small islands, and for other purposes; H.R. 1022, to authorize the
Secretary of the Interior to conduct a study of alternatives for com-
memorating and interpreting the role of the Buffalo Soldiers in the
early years of the National Parks, and for other purposes; H.R.
1141, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to study the suit-
ability and feasibility of designating prehistoric, historic, and lime-
stone forest sites on Rota, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana
Islands, as a unit of the National Park System; H.R. 1160, to re-
quire the Secretary of the Interior to convey the McKinney Lake
National Fish Hatchery to the State of North Carolina, and for
other purposes; and S. 266, a bill to redesignate the Noxubee Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge as the Sam D. Hamilton Noxubee National
Wildlife Refuge.

June 24, 2011—Full Committee met to approve the semi-annual
112th Congress Report on Legislative and Oversight Activities of
the Committee on Natural Resources. (First Quarter)

July 13, 2011—Markup held on H.R. 1408, to provide for the set-
tlement of certain claims under the Alaska Native Claims Settle-
ment Act, and for other purposes; H.R. 1904, to facilitate the effi-
cient extraction of mineral resources in southeast Arizona by au-
thorizing and directing an exchange of Federal and non-Federal
land, and for other purposes; H.R. 2150, to amend the Naval Petro-
leum Reserves Production Act of 1976 to direct the Secretary of the
Interior to conduct an expeditious program of competitive leasing
of oil and gas in the National Petroleum Reserve in Alaska, includ-
ing at least one lease sale in the Reserve each year in the period
2011 through 2021, and for other purposes; H.R. 2170, stream-
lining Federal review to facilitate renewable energy projects; H.R.
2171, to promote timely exploration for geothermal resources under
existing geothermal leases, and for other purposes; H.R. 2172, to
facilitate the development of wind energy resources on Federal
lands; and H.R. 2173, to facilitate the development of offshore wind
energy resources.

July 20, 2011—Markup held on H.R. 241, to authorize the con-
veyance of certain National Forest System lands in the Los Padres
National Forest in California; H.R. 258, to require the Office of
Management and Budget to prepare a crosscut budget for restora-
tion activities in the Chesapeake Bay watershed, to require the En-
vironmental Protection Agency to develop and implement an adapt-
ive management plan, and for other purposes; H.R. 461, to direct
the Secretary of the Interior to convey certain Federal features of
the electric distribution system to the South Utah Valley Electric
Service District, and for other purposes; H.R. 473, to provide for
the conveyance of approximately 140 acres of land in the Ouachita
National Forest in Oklahoma to the Indian Nations Council, Inc.,
of the Boy Scouts of America, and for other purposes; H.R. 795, to
expand small-scale hydropower; H.R. 818, to direct the Secretary of
the Interior to allow for prepayment of repayment contracts be-
tween the United States and the Uintah Water Conservancy Dis-
trict; H.R. 1158, to authorize the conveyance of mineral rights by
the Secretary of the Interior in the State of Montana, and for other
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purposes; H.R. 1258, to provide for the conveyance of parcels of
land to Mantua, Box Elder County, Utah; H.R. 1421, to amend the
Water Resources Development Act of 1986 to clarify the role of the
Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma with regard to the maintenance of
the W.D. Mayo Lock and Dam in Oklahoma; H.R. 1560, to amend
the Ysleta del Sur Pueblo and Alabama and Coushatta Indian
Tribes of Texas Restoration Act to allow the Ysleta del Sur Pueblo
Tribe to determine blood quantum requirement for membership in
that tribe; and H.R. 2011, to require the Secretary of the Interior
to conduct an assessment of the capability of the Nation to meet
our current and future demands for the minerals critical to United
States manufacturing competitiveness and economic and national
security in a time of expanding resource nationalism, and for other
purposes.

October 5, 2011—Markup held on H.R. 306, to direct the Sec-
retary of the Interior to enter into an agreement to provide for
management of the free-roaming wild horses in and around the
Currituck National Wildlife Refuge; H.R. 443, to provide for the
conveyance of certain property from the United States to the
Maniilaq Association located in Kotzebue, Alaska; H.R. 588, to re-
designate the Noxubee National Wildlife Refuge as the Sam D.
Hamilton Noxubee National Wildlife Refuge; H.R. 850, to facilitate
a proposed project in the Lower St. Croix Wild and Scenic River,
and for other purposes; H.R. 991, to amend the Marine Mammal
Protection Act of 1972 to allow importation of polar bear trophies
taken in sport hunts in Canada before the date the polar bear was
determined to be a threatened species under the Endangered Spe-
cies Act of 1973; H.R. 1162, to provide the Quileute Indian Tribe
Tsunami and Flood Protection, and for other purposes; H.R. 1461,
to authorize the Mescalero Apache Tribe to lease adjudicated water
rights; H.R. 1466, to resolve the status of certain persons legally
residing in the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands
under the immigration laws of the United States; H.R. 1505, to
prohibit the Secretaries of the Interior and Agriculture from taking
action on public lands which impede border security on such lands,
and for other purposes; H.R. 1556, to amend the Omnibus Indian
Advancement Act to allow certain land to be used to generate in-
come to provide funding for academic programs, and for other pur-
poses; H.R. 1740, to amend the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act to des-
ignate a segment of Illabot Creek in Skagit County, Washington,
as a component of the National Wild and Scenic Rivers System,;
H.R. 2060, to amend the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act to adjust the
Crooked River boundary, to provide water certainty for the City of
Prineville, Oregon, and for other purposes; H.R. 2351, to direct the
Secretary of the Interior to continue stocking fish in certain lakes
in the North Cascades National Park, Ross Lake National Recre-
ation Area, and Lake Chelan National Recreation Area; H.R. 2352,
to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to adjust the boundary of
the Stephen Mather Wilderness and the North Cascades National
Park in order to allow the rebuilding of a road outside of the flood-
plain while ensuring that there is no net loss of acreage to the
Park or the Wilderness, and for other purposes; H.R. 2360, to
amend the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act to extend the Con-
stitution, laws, and jurisdiction of the United States to installations
and devices attached to the seabed of the Outer Continental Shelf
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for the production and support of production of energy from sources
other than oil and gas, and for other purposes; H.R. 2578, to amend
the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act related to a segment of the Lower
Merced River in California, and for other purposes; H.R. 2752, to
amend the Mineral Leasing Act to authorize the Secretary of the
Interior to conduct onshore oil and gas lease sales through Inter-
net-based live lease sales, and for other purposes; H.R. 2803, to di-
rect the Secretary of the Interior, acting through the Bureau of
Ocean Energy Management, Regulation and Enforcement, to con-
duct a technological capability assessment, survey, and economic
feasibility study regarding recovery of minerals, other than oil and
natural gas, from the shallow and deep seabed of the United
States; H.R. 2842, to authorize all Bureau of Reclamation conduit
facilities for hydropower development under Federal Reclamation
law, and for other purposes; H.R. 2915, to repeal the Western Area
Power Administration borrowing authority, and for other purposes;
and H.R. 3069, to amend the Marine Mammal Protection Act of
1972 to reduce predation on endangered Columbia River salmon
and other nonlisted species, and for other purposes.

November 17, 2011—Markup held on H.R. 200, to direct the Sec-
retary of the Interior to conduct a study of water resources in the
Rialto-Colton Basin in the State of California, and for other pur-
poses; H.R. 205, to amend the Act titled “An Act to authorize the
leasing of restricted Indian lands for public, religious, educational,
recreational, residential, business, and other purposes requiring
the grant of long-term leases”, approved August 9, 1955, to provide
for Indian tribes to enter into certain leases without prior express
approval from the Secretary of the Interior; H.R. 1545, to establish
the Waco Mammoth National Monument in the State of Texas, and
for other purposes; H.R. 2027, to revise the boundaries of John H.
Chafee Coastal Barrier Resources System Sachuest Point Unit RI-
04P, Easton Beach Unit RI-05P, Almy Pond Unit RI-06, and Haz-
ards Beach Unit RI-07 in Rhode Island; H.R. 2070, to direct the
Secretary of the Interior to install in the area of the World War II
Memorial in the District of Columbia a suitable plaque or an in-
scription with the words that President Franklin D. Roosevelt
prayed with the nation on June 6, 1944, the morning of D-Day;
H.R. 2087, to remove restrictions from a parcel of land situated in
the Atlantic District, Accomack County, Virginia; H.R. 2154, to cor-
rect the boundaries of the John H. Chafee Coastal Barrier Re-
sources System Gasparilla Island Unit FL-70P; H.R. 2236, to pro-
vide for the issuance of a Wildlife Refuge System Conservation
Semipostal Stamp; H.R. 2336, to amend the Wild and Scenic Rivers
Act to designate segments of the York River and associated tribu-
taries for study for potential inclusion in the National Wild and
Scenic Rivers System; H.R. 2362, to facilitate economic develop-
ment by Indian tribes and encourage investment by Turkish enter-
prises; H.R. 2606, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to
allow the construction and operation of natural gas pipeline facili-
ties in the Gateway National Recreation Area, and for other pur-
poses; H.R. 2719, to ensure public access to the summit of Rattle-
snake Mountain in the Hanford Reach National Monument for edu-
cational, recreational, historical, scientific, cultural, and other pur-
poses; H.R. 2834, to recognize the heritage of recreational fishing,
hunting, and shooting on Federal public lands and ensure contin-
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ued opportunities for these activities; H.R. 2938, to prohibit certain
gaming activities on certain Indian lands in Arizona; H.R. 3117, to
grant the Secretary of the Interior permanent authority to author-
ize States to issue electronic duck stamps, and for other purposes;
H.R. 3397, to modify the Forest Service Recreation Residence Pro-
gram by implementing a simple, equitable, and predictable proce-
dure for determining cabin user fees, and for other purposes; H.R.
3404, to establish in the Department of the Interior an Under Sec-
retary for Energy, Lands, and Minerals and a Bureau of Ocean En-
ergy, an Ocean Energy Safety Service, and an Office of Natural Re-
sources Revenue, and for other purposes; and S. 535, a bill to au-
thorize the Secretary of the Interior to lease certain lands within
Fort Pulaski National Monument, and for other purposes.

December 1, 2011—Hearing held on H.R. 594, to promote coastal
jobs creation, promote sustainable fisheries and fishing commu-
nities, revitalize waterfronts, and for other purposes; H.R. 1013, to
amend the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Manage-
ment Act to provide the New England Fishery Management Coun-
cil additional resources to address research and monitoring prior-
ities established by the Council, H.R. 1646, to amend the Magnu-
son-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act to preserve
jobs and coastal communities through transparency and account-
ability in fishery management, and for other purposes; H.R. 2304,
to amend the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Man-
agement Reauthorization Act of 2006 to provide the necessary sci-
entific information to properly implement annual catch limits, and
for other purposes; H.R. 2610, to amend the Magnuson-Stevens
Fishery Conservation and Management Act to reform procedures
for the payment of funds from the asset forfeiture fund, and for
other purposes; H.R. 2753, to amend the Magnuson-Stevens Fish-
ery Conservation and Management Act to provide Internet access
to Regional Fishery Management Council meetings and meeting
records, and for other purposes; H.R. 2772, to amend the Magnu-
son-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act to permit
eligible fishermen to approve certain limited access privilege pro-
grams, and for other purposes; and H.R. 3061, to amend the Mag-
nuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act to ex-
tend the authorized time period for rebuilding of certain overfished
fisheries, and for other purposes.

February 1, 2012—Markup held on H.R. 3407, to direct the Sec-
retary of the Interior to establish and implement a competitive oil
and gas leasing program for the exploration, development, and pro-
duction of the oil and gas resources of the Coastal Plain of Alaska,
to ensure secure energy supplies for the continental Pacific Coast
of the United States, lower prices, and reduce imports, and for
other purposes; H.R. 3408, to set clear rules for the development
of United States oil shale resources, to promote shale technology
research and development, and for other purposes; and H.R. 3410,
to require the Secretary of the Interior to conduct certain offshore
oil and gas lease sales, to provide fair and equitable revenue shar-
ing for all coastal States, to formulate future offshore energy devel-
opment plans in areas with the most potential, to generate revenue
for American infrastructure, and for other purposes.

February 16, 2012—Markup held on H.R. 1837, to address cer-
tain water-related concerns on the San Joaquin River, and for
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other purposes; and H.R. 4019, to increase employment and edu-
cational opportunities in, and improve the economic stability of,
counties containing Federal forest land, while also reducing the
cost of managing such land, by providing such counties a depend-
able source of revenue from such land, and for other purposes.
February 29, 2012—Markup held on H.R. 491, to modify the
boundaries of Cibola National Forest in the State of New Mexico,
to transfer certain Bureau of Land Management land for inclusion
in the national forest, and for other purposes; H.R. 1038, to author-
ize the conveyance of two small parcels of land within the bound-
aries of the Coconino National Forest containing private improve-
ments that were developed based upon the reliance of the land-
owners in an erroneous survey conducted in May 1960; H.R. 1335,
to revise the boundaries of the Gettysburg National Military Park
to include the Gettysburg Train Station, and for other purposes;
H.R. 2050, to authorize the continued use of certain water diver-
sions located on National Forest System land in the Frank Church-
River of No Return Wilderness and the Selway-Bitterroot Wilder-
ness in the State of Idaho, and for other purposes; H.R. 2157, to
facilitate a land exchange involving certain National Forest System
lands in the Inyo National Forest, and for other purposes; H.R.
2240, to authorize the exchange of land or interest in land between
Lowell National Historical Park and the city of Lowell in the Com-
monwealth of Massachusetts, and for other purposes; H.R. 2512, to
provide for the conveyance of certain Federal land in Clark County,
Nevada, for the environmental remediation and reclamation of the
Three Kids Mine Project Site, and for other purposes; H.R. 2745,
to amend the Mesquite Lands Act of 1986 to facilitate implementa-
tion of a multispecies habitat conservation plan for the Virgin
River in Clark County, Nevada; H.R. 2947, to provide for the re-
lease of the reversionary interest held by the United States in cer-
tain land conveyed by the United States in 1950 for the establish-
ment of an airport in Cook County, Minnesota; H.R. 3263, to au-
thorize the Secretary of the Interior to allow the storage and con-
veyance of nonproject water at the Norman project in Oklahoma,
and for other purposes; H.R. 3409, to limit the authority of the Sec-
retary of the Interior to issue regulations before December 31,
2013, under the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of
1977; H.R. 3452, to provide for the sale of approximately 30 acres
of Federal land in Uinta-Wasatch-Cache National Forest in Salt
Lake County, Utah, to permit the establishment of a minimally
invasive transportation alternative for skiers, called “SkiLink”, to
connect two ski resorts in the Wasatch Mountains, and for other
purposes; H.R. 4089, to protect and enhance opportunities for rec-
reational hunting, fishing and shooting; S. 271, a bill to require the
Secretary of Agriculture to enter into a property conveyance with
the city of Wallowa, Oregon, and for other purposes; S. 292, a bill
to resolve the claims of the Bering Straits Native Corporation and
the State of Alaska to land adjacent to Salmon Lake in the State
of Alaska and to provide for the conveyance to the Bering Straits
Native Corporation of certain other public land in partial satisfac-
tion of the land entitlement of the Corporation under the Alaska
Native Claims Settlement Act; S. 404, a bill to modify a land grant
patent issued by the Secretary of the Interior; S. 684, a bill to pro-
vide for the conveyance of certain parcels of land to the town of
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Alta, Utah; S. 897, a bill to amend the Surface Mining Control and
Reclamation Act of 1977 to clarify that uncertified States and In-
dian tribes have the authority to use certain payments for certain
noncoal reclamation projects and acid mine remediation programs.

March 28, 2012—Business Meeting held to consider a motion to
authorize the Chairman to issue duces tecum subpoenas for the
production of documents relating to investigations regarding: 1) the
Secretary of the Interior’s decision and the process to rewrite the
2008 Stream Buffer Zone Rule under the Surface Mining Reclama-
tion and Control Act; and 2) the process used in the preparation
of a Department of the Interior report on offshore oil and natural
gas operations under the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act that
implied that peer reviewers from the National Academy of Engi-
neers had endorsed an offshore oil and natural gas drilling morato-
rium in the Gulf of Mexico.

April 25, 2012—Markup held on H.R. 460, to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to facilitate the development of hydroelectric
power on the Diamond Fork System of the Central Utah Project;
H.R. 1237, to provide for a land exchange with the Trinity Public
Utilities District of Trinity County, California, involving the trans-
fer of land to the Bureau of Land Management and the Six Rivers
National Forest in exchange for National Forest System land in the
Shasta-Trinity National Forest, and for other purposes; H.R. 1272,
to provide for the use and distribution of the funds awarded to the
Minnesota Chippewa Tribe, et al, by the United States Court of
Federal Claims in Docket Numbers 19 and 188, and for other pur-
poses; H.R. 1818, to designate Mt. Andrea Lawrence, and for other
purposes; H.R. 2467, to take certain Federal lands in Mono County,
California, into trust for the benefit of the Bridgeport Indian Col-
ony; H.R. 2489, to authorize the acquisition and protection of na-
tionally significant battlefields and associated sites of the Revolu-
tionary War and the War of 1812 under the American Battlefield
Protection Program; H.R. 2621, to establish the Chimney Rock Na-
tional Monument in the State of Colorado, and for other purposes;
H.R. 3874, to provide for the conveyance of eight cemeteries that
are located on National Forest System land in Black Hills National
Forest, South Dakota; H.R. 4027, to clarify authority granted under
the Act entitled “An Act to define the exterior boundary of the
Uintah and Ouray Indian Reservation in the State of Utah, and for
other purposes”; H.R. 4222, to provide for the conveyance of certain
land inholdings owned by the United States to the Tucson Unified
School District and to the Pascua Yaqui Tribe of Arizona, and for
other purposes; S. 363, a bill to authorize the Secretary of Com-
merce to convey property of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration to the City of Pascagoula, Mississippi, and for other
purposes; and S. 925, a bill to designate Mt. Andrea Lawrence.

May 16, 2012—Markup held on H.R. 1192, to extend the current
royalty rate for soda ash; H.R. 3973, to facilitate the development
of energy on Indian lands by reducing Federal regulations that im-
pede tribal development of Indian lands, and for other purposes;
H.R. 4043, to amend title 10, United States Code, to direct the Sec-
retary of Defense to establish Southern Sea Otter Military Readi-
ness Areas for national defense purposes, and for other purposes;
H.R. 4381, to direct the Secretary of the Interior to establish goals
for an all-of-the-above energy production plan strategy on a 4-year
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basis on all onshore Federal lands managed by the Department of
the Interior and the Forest Service; H.R. 4382, to ensure Federal
oil and natural gas lease sales occur, eliminate redundant leasing
bureaucracy, and provide leasing certainty; H.R. 4383, to stream-
line the application for permits to drill process and increase funds
for energy project permit processing, and for other purposes; and
H.R. 4402, to require the Secretary of the Interior and the Sec-
retary of Agriculture to more efficiently develop domestic sources of
the minerals and mineral materials of strategic and critical impor-
tance to United States economic and national security and manu-
facturing competitiveness.

June 7, 2012—Markup held on H.R. 1103, to direct the Secretary
of the Interior to develop, maintain, and administer an annex in
Tinian, Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, as an ex-
tension of the American Memorial Park located in Saipan, and for
other purposes; H.R. 1171, to reauthorize and amend the Marine
Debris Research, Prevention, and Reduction Act; H.R. 3065, to
amend the Pittman-Robertson Wildlife Restoration Act to facilitate
the establishment of additional or expanded public target ranges in
certain States; H.R. 3100, to authorize the Secretary of the Interior
to expand the boundary of the San Antonio Missions National His-
torical Park, to conduct a study of potential land acquisitions, and
for other purposes; H.R. 3210, to amend the Lacey Act Amend-
ments of 1981 to limit the application of that Act with respect to
plants and plant products that were imported before the effective
date of amendments to that Act enacted in 2008, and for other pur-
poses; H.R. 3388, to amend the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act to des-
ignate a segment of the Beaver, Chipuxet, Queen, Wood, and
Pawcatuck Rivers in the States of Connecticut and Rhode Island
for study for potential addition to the National Wild and Scenic
Rivers System, and for other purposes; H.R. 3685, to amend the
Herger-Feinstein Quincy Library Group Forest Recovery Act to ex-
tend and expand the scope of the pilot forest management project
required by that Act; H.R. 3706, to create the Office of Chief Finan-
cial Officer of the Government of the Virgin Islands, and for other
purposes; H.R. 4039, to convey certain Federal land to the city of
Yerington, Nevada; H.R. 4073, to authorize the Secretary of Agri-
culture to accept the quitclaim, disclaimer, and relinquishment of
a railroad right of way within and adjacent to Pike National Forest
in El Paso County, Colorado, originally granted to the Mt. Manitou
Park and Incline Railway Company pursuant to the Act of March
3, 1875; H.R. 4094, to authorize pedestrian and motorized vehic-
ular access in Cape Hatteras National Seashore Recreational Area,
and for other purposes; H.R. 4234, to amend the Federal Land Pol-
icy and Management Act of 1976 to improve the management of
grazing leases and permits, and for other purposes; H.R. 4400, to
designate the Salt Pond Visitor Center at Cape Cod National Sea-
shore as the “Thomas P. O’Neill, Jr. Salt Pond Visitor Center”, and
for other purposes; S. 270, a bill to direct the Secretary of the Inte-
rior to convey certain Federal land to Deschutes County, Oregon;
and S. 997, a bill to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to ex-
tend a water contract between the United States and the East
Bench Irrigation District.



11

II. OVERSIGHT ACTIVITIES OF THE FULL COMMITTEE ON NATURAL
RESOURCES

A. Oversight Hearings

January 26, 2011—Oversight hearing on “The Final Report from
the President’s National Commission on the BP Deepwater Horizon
Spill and Offshore Drilling.”

March 1, 2011—Oversight hearing on “The Impact of the Admin-
istration’s Wild Lands Order on Jobs and Economic Growth.”

March 3, 2011—Oversight hearing on “Department of the Inte-
rior Spending and the President’s Fiscal Year 2012 Budget Pro-
posal.”

March 16, 2011—Oversight hearing on the “Obama Administra-
tion’s De Facto Moratorium in the Gulf: State, Community and
Economic Impacts.”

March 17, 2011—Oversight hearing on “Harnessing American
Resources to Create Jobs and Address Rising Gasoline Prices: Do-
mestic Resources and Economic Impacts.”

March 30, 2011—Oversight hearing on “Examining the Spending
Priorities and the Missions of the Bureau of Ocean Energy Man-
agement, Regulation and Enforcement (BOEMRE), and the Presi-
dent’s FY 2012 Budget Proposal.”

March 31, 2011—Oversight hearing on “Harnessing American
Resources to Create Jobs and Address Rising Gasoline Prices: Im-
pacts on Businesses and Families.”

April 18, 2011—Oversight field hearing in Houma, Louisiana, on
“Gulf of Mexico: A Focus on Community Recovery and New Re-
sponse Technology.”

May 3, 2011—dJoint oversight hearing with the Committee on Ag-
riculture on “At Risk: American Jobs, Agriculture, Health and Spe-
cies—the Costs of Federal Regulatory Dysfunction.”

May 13, 2011—Oversight hearing on “American Energy Initia-
tive: Identifying Roadblocks to Wind and Solar Energy on Public
Lands and Waters, Part 1—Department of the Interior Officials.”

May 25, 2011—Oversight hearing on “Harnessing American Re-
sources to Create Jobs and Address Rising Gasoline Prices: Impacts
on Seniors, Working Families and Memorial Day Vacations.”

June 1, 2011—Oversight hearing on the “American Energy Ini-
tiative: Identifying Roadblocks to Wind and Solar Energy on Public
Lands and Waters, Part 2—The Wind and Solar Industry Perspec-
tive.”

July 15, 2011—Oversight hearing on “Offshore Energy: Interior
Department’s Plans for Offshore Energy, Revenue, and Safety Re-
organization.”

July 27, 2011—Oversight hearing on “State Perspectives on Off-
shore Revenue Sharing.”

September 8, 2011—Oversight hearing on “Creating American
Jobs by Harnessing Our Resources: U.S. Offshore and Renewable
Energy Production.”

September 14, 2011—Oversight hearing on “Creating American
Jobs by Harnessing Our Resources: Domestic Mining Opportunities
and Hurdles.”

September 21, 2011—O0Oversight hearing on “ANWR: Jobs, Energy
and Deficit Reduction.” (Part 1)
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October 4, 2011—O0versight hearing on “The President’s New Na-
tional Ocean Policy—A Plan for Further Restrictions on Ocean,
Coastal and Inland Activities.”

October 12, 2011—Oversight hearing on “One Year after Presi-
dent Obama’s Gulf of Mexico 6-Month Moratorium Officially Lifted:
Examining the Lingering Impacts on Jobs, Energy Production and
Local Economies.”

October 13, 2011—Oversight hearing on “BOEMRE/U.S. Coast
Guard Joint Investigation Team Report.” (Part 1)

October 17, 2011—Oversight field hearing in Seattle, Wash-
ington, on “NOAA’s Steller Sea Lion Science and Fishery Manage-
ment Restrictions—Does the Science Support the Decisions?”

October 26, 2011—Oversight hearing on “The President’s New
National Ocean Policy—A Plan for Further Restrictions on Ocean,
Coastal and Inland Activities.”

October 27, 2011—Oversight hearing on “Gulf Coast Recovery:
President Obama’s BP Compensation Fund, How Is It Working?”

November 2, 2011—Oversight hearing on “BOEMRE/U.S. Coast
Guard Joint Investigation Team Report.” (Part 2)

November 16, 2011—Oversight hearing on “The Future of U.S.
Oil and Natural Gas Development on Federal Lands and Waters.”

November 18, 2011—Oversight hearing on “ANWR: Jobs, Energy
and Deficit Reduction.” (Part 2)

December 6, 2011—Oversight hearing on “The Endangered Spe-
cies Act: How Litigation is Costing Jobs and Impeding True Recov-
ery Efforts.”

February 15, 2012—Oversight hearing on “Department of the In-
teriolr Spending and the President’s Fiscal Year 2013 Budget Pro-
posal.”

March 7, 2012—Oversight hearing on “The Council on Environ-
mental Quality’s FY 2013 Funding Request and the Effects on
NEPA, National Ocean Policy and Other Federal Environmental
Policy Initiatives.”

March 21, 2012—Oversight hearing on “Harnessing American
Resources to Create Jobs and Address Rising Gasoline Prices: Fam-
ilies and Cost-of-Life Impacts.”

March 27, 2012—Oversight hearing on “Harnessing American
Resources to Create Jobs and Address Rising Gasoline Prices: Fam-
ily Vacations and U.S. Tourism Industry.”

April 26, 2012—Oversight hearing on “Increased Electricity
Costs for American Families and Small Businesses: The Potential
Impacts of the Chu Memorandum.”

May 9, 2012—Oversight hearing on “Evaluating President
Obama’s Offshore Drilling Plan and Impacts on Our Future.”

SUBCOMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND MINERAL RESOURCES
I. LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITIES

A. Legislative Hearings

April 6, 2011—Hearing held on H.R. 1229, to amend the Outer
Continental Shelf Lands Act to facilitate the safe and timely pro-
duction of American energy resources from the Gulf of Mexico; H.R.
1230, to require the Secretary of the Interior to conduct certain off-
shore oil and gas lease sales, and for other purposes; and H.R.
1231, to amend the Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act to require
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that each 5-year offshore oil and gas leasing program offer leasing
in the areas with the most prospective oil and gas resources, to es-
tablish a domestic oil and natural gas production goal, and for
other purposes.

June 3, 2011—Hearing held on H.R. 1314, to direct the Secretary
of the Interior to conduct a global rare earth element assessment,
and for other purposes; and H.R. 2011, to require the Secretary of
the Interior to conduct an assessment of the capability of the Na-
tion to meet our current and future demands for the minerals crit-
ical to United States manufacturing competitiveness and economic
and national security in a time of expanding resource nationalism,
and for other purposes.

June 16, 2011—Hearing held on H.R. 2150, to amend the Naval
Petroleum Reserves Production Act of 1976 to direct the Secretary
of the Interior to conduct an expeditious program of competitive
leasing of oil and gas in the National Petroleum Reserve in Alaska,
including at least one lease sale in the Reserve each year in the
period 2011 through 2021, and for other purposes.

June 23, 2011—Hearing held on H.R. 2170, streamlining Federal
review to facilitate renewable energy projects; H.R. 2171, to pro-
mote timely exploration for geothermal resources under existing
geothermal leases, and for other purposes; H.R. 2172, to facilitate
the development of wind energy resources on Federal lands; and
H.R. 2173, to facilitate the development of offshore wind energy re-
sources.

September 13, 2011—Hearing held on H.R. 2360, to amend the
Outer Continental Shelf Lands Act to extend the Constitution,
laws, and jurisdiction of the United States to installations and de-
vices attached to the seabed of the Outer Continental Shelf for the
production and support of production of energy from sources other
than oil and gas, and for other purposes; H.R. 2752, to amend the
Mineral Leasing Act to authorize the Secretary of the Interior to
conduct onshore oil and gas lease sales through Internet-based live
lease sales, and for other purposes; and H.R. 2803, to direct the
Secretary of the Interior, acting through the Bureau of Ocean En-
ergy Management, Regulation and Enforcement, to conduct a tech-
nological capability assessment, survey, and economic feasibility
study regarding recovery of minerals, other than oil and natural
gas, from the shallow and deep seabed of the United States.

September 15, 2011—Hearing held on (Draft Bill) H.R. , to
establish in the Department of the Interior an Under Secretary for
Energy, Lands, and Minerals and a Bureau of Ocean Energy, an
Ocean Energy Safety Service, and an Office of Natural Resources
Revenue, and for other purposes.

November 18, 2011—Hearing held on (Draft Bill) H.R. , to
require the Secretary of the Interior to conduct certain offshore oil
and gas lease sales, to provide fair and equitable revenue sharing
for all coastal States, to formulate future offshore energy develop-
ment plans in areas with the most potential, to generate revenue
for American infrastructure, and for other purposes; (Draft Bill)
H.R. , to direct the Secretary of the Interior to establish and
implement a competitive oil and gas leasing program for the explo-
ration, development, and production of the oil and gas resources of
the Coastal Plain of Alaska, to ensure secure energy supplies for
the continental Pacific Coast of the United States, lower prices, and
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reduce imports, and for other purposes; (Draft Bill) H.R. , to
set clear rules for the development of United States oil shale re-
sources, to promote shale technology research and development,
and for other purposes; and (Draft Bill) H.R. , to limit the
authority of the Secretary of the Interior to issue regulations before
December 31, 2013, under the Surface Mining Control and Rec-
lamation Act of 1977.

December 13, 2011—Hearing held on H.R. 2512, to provide for
the conveyance of certain Federal land in Clark County, Nevada,
for the environmental remediation and reclamation of the Three
Kids Mine Project Site, and for other purposes; and H.R. 3479, to
reauthorize Federal natural hazards reduction programs, and for
other purposes.

February 17, 2012—Hearing held on H.R. 785, to amend the Sur-
face Mining Control and Reclamation Act of 1977 to clarify that
uncertified States and Indian tribes have the authority to use cer-
tain payments for certain noncoal reclamation projects.

April 26, 2012—Hearing held on H.R. 1192, to extend the current
royalty rate for soda ash; H.R. 2176, to dedicate a portion of the
rental fees from wind and solar energy projects on Federal land
under the jurisdiction of the Bureau of Land Management for the
administrative costs of processing applications for new wind and
solar projects, and for other purposes; H.R. 4381, to direct the Sec-
retary of the Interior to establish goals for an all-of-the-above en-
ergy production plan strategy on a 4-year basis on all onshore Fed-
eral lands managed by the Department of the Interior and the For-
est Service; H.R. 4382, to ensure Federal oil and natural gas lease
sales occur, eliminate redundant leasing bureaucracy, and provide
leasing certainty; H.R. 4383, to streamline the application for per-
mits to drill process and increase funds for energy project permit
processing, and for other purposes; and H.R. 4402, to require the
Secretary of the Interior and the Secretary of Agriculture to more
efficiently develop domestic sources of the minerals and mineral
materials of strategic and critical importance to United States eco-
nomic and national security and manufacturing competitiveness.

May 3, 2012—Legislative field hearing held in Colorado Springs,
Colorado, on H.R. 1620, to improve Federal land management, re-
source conservation, environmental protection, and use of Federal
real property, by requiring the Secretary of the Interior to develop
a multipurpose cadastre of Federal real property and identifying
inaccurate, duplicate, and out-of-date Federal land inventories, and
for other purposes; and H.R. 4233, to establish the National
Geospatial Technology Administration within the United States
Geological Survey to enhance the use of geospatial data, products,
technology, and services, to increase the economy and efficiency of
Federal geospatial activities, and for other purposes.

II. OVERSIGHT ACTIVITIES OF THE SUBCOMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND
MINERAL RESOURCES

A. Oversight Hearings

March 9, 2011—Oversight hearing to “Examine the Spending
Priorities and the Missions of the U.S. Geological Survey and the
President’s FY 2012 Budget Proposal.”
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April 5, 2011—Oversight hearing on the “Effect of the President’s
FY-2012 Budget and Legislative Proposals for the Bureau of Land
Management and the U.S. Forest Service’s Energy and Minerals
Programs on Private Sector Job Creation, Domestic Energy and
Minerals Production and Deficit Reduction.”

April 7, 2011—Oversight hearing on the “Effect of the President’s
FY-2012 Budget and Legislative Proposals for the Office of Surface
Mining on Private Sector Job Creation, Domestic Energy Produc-
tion, State Programs and Deficit Reduction.”

May 24, 2011—Oversight hearing on the “St